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ROOSEVELT AND LABOR'S MISLEADERS 


The American workers are meeting the Few Deal with a wave of 
strikes, The sufferings of the last few years and the threat of orse +o 
some are bearing fruit in the shane of thousands of miners on stvike in 
Pennsylvania, thousands of textiie workers out in Reading, Pril::delphia, 
Paterson, and elsehere, shoc and rubber workers in Massachusetts, etc, 
Some of the strikes are spontaneour, some are led by the AL or other 
conservative unions, some by the TUUL, altogether a wide range of indus. 
ries is embraced, But labor's "leaders" from the AFL to the Communist 
Party are collapsine before the test of the present moment, Jere is rc 
effective, scientific leadership of the workers in this critical hour, 


As regards the interpretation of the National Recovery Act, tro 
predomirant union attitude is thst the Mew Deal gives a wonderful oppo. 
tunity to organize. Some Lanor papers actually hail it with exultutior _ 
Says an editorial in the “edeiation News of Aug. Sth(Chicago Feder..tione 
of Labor): "Like a beneficent storm, sweeping over the landscape with a 
refreshing effect, the National Recovery Aaninistr:tion moves its forces 
faster and faster into action " .,.,"Now comes the Blanket Code to Lift 
almost in a day the whole level of living." (!) 


The Advance of June 1933 (Amalcamated Clothing Yorkers) states as 
follows: "The law holds out to the workers in this country a great, in 
fact, an unprecedented reward if they will use their native intelligence, 
mergy and militancy to improve their eorditions and to create powerful 
organizations. The law does rot »rovide for punishment of the workers if 
ney fail to use the opvortunity, but the punishment will not fail to fol- 
ow, And labor will have no one but its own incapacities to blame for its 
failure to make the rost of an historic occasion," 


And last but not least, the Progressive Miner, in an editorial 
of July 2lst: "The real test of the American workingmen and women 1s at 
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‘and, with the passing of the "National Recovery Act," The american worki- 
ingmen and women have achieved a long-sought goal (our emphasis- 7.8.) one 
“or which thousands have died without reaching, shis achievement is the 
"Right to organize in organizations of the individual's own choosing" free 
from intimidation or coercion from anyone or anything. And this right guar 
inteed and protected by the powers of the Federal Government." ‘hose who 
lave wondered what course the "Progressive" Miners Union, under its Social 
ist and Musteite leadershin, would take, can find the answer here, ‘his 
tisleadership is all the -.ore danzerous in that it offers itself as an opp 
osition to the A7L, claims to be forsing new paths, etc, Other labor pap# 
ers, while not openly praising the Recovery Act, at any rate take no posid 
ive stand of resistance against it; a miid warning to organize or “the 
bogey man will sit you" is the general reaction. 


The treachery to the workers in this stand Lies in the failure to 
point out that if organization is permitted, it is only in such unions as 
support the administration in its no-strike, class-collaboration policy. 
the treachery lies in the failure to point out that under the New Deal 
strikes are outlawed. The Act itself, in making the Labor Codes subject to 
the approval Of the Government, practically accomplished this, But now 
assurance is made doubly sure by the establishment of the #ederal Nediatin 
Board, Is any one so blind as to think there can be effective union organ 
ization without strikes? What other weapon has the worker to enforce the 
preservation of or to increase the value of his labor power? 


The question arises, what then is the significance of the recent 
activity of the AFL and other conservative unions? Shall we see a strong 
conservative labor movement again built un? The question is already answe 
ed, Bound hand and foot to the government through participation in #ederal 
Labor and Mediation Boards, committed to the policy of class-coliaboratioy 
pledged to prevent strikes, the AFL anc other conservative unions can only 
become even more effective agents of the employers than before, ‘he prese 
ent union "drive" which has resulted in a sudden gain in membershp in the 
"International" unions represents an attempt at self-preservation on the 
pert of the bureaucrats. Union membership has dvindled to an alurming 
extent since the crisis, Union treasuries are depleted. ‘he skilied woil 
ers of the craft unions, hard lit by unemployment, are no longer the reli- 
able milch cows they formerly were for the pockets of their officials, how 
new initiation fees and dues will be collected, the bureaucrats *:ill obt.* 
a new lease of life. Under the pressure of necessity they are even turniz 
to industrial unionism, and are ralkine of organizing "Federal" unions in 
the big unorganized industries. But the mass of unskilled workers, under 
the terrible coditions which will result when the NRA really gets into op- 
eration with its accompanying rise of prices , cannot long remain in org- 
antzations which can be no more than dues-collecting agencies and sell- 
out centers for support of the government, 


For those who need proof, events that are happening under our very 
noses are showing in a glaring light that the AFL is still the AFL. The 
"general silk strike" which (according to the newspapers) the United ‘texte 
Jorkers talked of for Paterson and other silk centers has proved to be 
simply a fade-out, Evidently the Musteites who have influence in Paterson 
were not anxious for this strike, The sell-out of the soft-coal miners of 
Pennsylvania whose strike is a frotest against the new labor code, sinply 
caps the climax to the long black record of the Lewis machine as agents of 
the coal operators. Coming as it does at this crucial moment when the 
winers the vanguard of the workingclass are setting the example of strugae 
this betrayal takes on a particularly vile significance. 


If we ask, why is it that workers like the miners of Fayette County R 


——e 


who were among those betrayed by Tohn L.Lewis in the strike of 1922, car 
now turn asain to such treacherous leadership, we must point out the sol - 
apse of the TUUL as an explaination, ‘he al:zrost-non-existence of the 
National Miners Union, the Nutional Textile Union and the other «sed unior: 
leaves the workers so helpless that thev are comnelled to accept the most 
reactionary leadershin, The TUJL can still erter a situation to give out 
@ leaflet as in Tayetter Co,It can stili. oc:asionally"lead" & strike, with 
such results that the vorkers aftervard turn to the reformists as in the 
Auto strike of last winter in Detroit where the 3riges workers left the 
Red union to join the A#L, and in the recent laundry strike in New York, 
where as the result of the IUUL's wretched failure two laundries, which 
nas participated in the strike, have joined the AFL wand others are consid- 
ering a similar step, 


In the political field, the guidence riven the “orkers is ro better 
the Socialist Party is spreading the illusion that the New Deal offers an 
cpportunity to the workers if only thev will be sensible and make use of 
it, The New Leader of July 29th declares: "Never were the peo-le faced wih 
. clearer issue, Never did they have a greater opportunity, a zrever resp- 
wisibility to the future....Thevy have the votes to win any New Del they 
“ant at the elections, ‘They hive the numbers,I7 TH8Y UTILIZ" “HT CPPOKT? 
“ITY GIVQN THIM BY THA Yyv DEAL to build themselves irto a mizhty force 
-o meet the menace that faces them, and make a New Yorld rainer than a 
ew Deal", 


It is only in the Communist rants thet a clear-cut denunciation of 
the "Slavery" act is sounded, and a call to battle given, But even here 
there is no potentiality of the leadershin the workers need. Hud the Part 
% correct policy nov, notwithstandins its weainesses and failures in the 
pet, it could now rally the worlzers. FEut the Party cannot have a correc’ 
nolicy. It very first sten in combatting the Recovery Act consisted ir 
excluding all political organizations , including itself, from the "trid: - 
union" conference, (with 10 AFL lLovals present, hich was supposed to urnds 
take the strugele, The Party's first step was to commit suicide, At a % 
time when unity is more than ever necessary for the workers, the party is 
sontinuing its disruvtive tactics. All mertbers of the Communist Lea:ue or 
struggle have been expelled from the Unemployed Councils and those in othe 
organizations dominated by the Party have been threatened as a result of 
the statement the %.L.S, issued on the "yellow opporturism" of the Party 
in the above-named conference. The Party continues to sabotage the slogan 
1f a General Strike first raised by the C.L.S. last winter as a raluringe 
;O0int for the unemployed ard actually actepted by the Party at the Albany 
jonference of the unemployed, This slogan at the present time is 4 crying 
recessity to spread, unify and connect the strike struggles whick are meet 
ing the New Deal, and for the more bitter struggles vhich are to sojyie, 


The Party has signally failed to analyze correctly the new turn of 
he Roosevelt administration, It is plain that the errors made in Germany 
‘ave not profoundly influenced the Party, for we see here an underestima- 
ion of the sharpness and seriousness of the turn the country is making, 

- the direction of Fascism, (Since Hoover was already a "Fascist" accord- 
og to 0.P, definition, an accurate estimation of Roosevelt is rot to be 
<pected,) No thesis has been published analyzing the new turn, Nor have 
ae other Communist groups done better, An article by iil Herberz in the 
orkers' Age of Aug. lst concludes very desinitely that we nave not #ascin: 
Or are we on the road towards Fascism. “AS elsewhere", declares Herberg 
‘he special form of Socialist demagogy of the American fascist moverxient 
ill arise out of the specific historical development of this counti:, I 
ay venture to suzgest that it will assume the aspects of a peculiarly 
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Populist brand of "Socialism" that has such roots in the United States." 
In other circles there is talk of a svstem of state socialism like the 
benevloent despotism of the Sevexteenth and Bighteenth century kings,, 

and comparisons with France of the ihird iienublic, etc, “hese comrades it 
seems are not living in the world in -rhich ve live, nor in the America in 
which we live, the America of sharpening class lines, the world of univer- 
sal exxxx capitalist crisis and anvraoching world conflict, They do not 
see the helplessness of the employing ciass and the need for drastic act-, 
ion to maintain profits; they do not see the growing radicalization of the 
workers and the potential danrers vhich lurk therein to the employing clas 
The new storms which soon must break must submerge these groups unless thy 
learn better to nilot themselves in the rapidly changing situation, 
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THE" DEFEND THR TRADE UNIONS " COrPEREYCE 


TSB 


On July 15th the Comrunist Purty called a Conference for the 
Defense of the Trade Unions, in Yebster Hall, The Communist Leazue of 
Struggle came well prepared for this conference. Yor the first time in 
our history we were able to get a bloc of eight delegates, “hese dele- 
sates were the result of the activity of the ¢.L.S. in mass orgarizations, 
They represented the Brooklyn Executive,Steel and Metal Workers Industrial 
Union, 5th and 6th Street Block Assembly affiliated with the Unemployed 
Councils, German Workers Club, Militant Youth Club and the Communist 
League of Struggle. A forcible three-page statement was put out to all 
the delegates analyzing the crisis in the Trade Union movement, the crime: 
and blunders of both the American Tederution of Labor and Communist Party 
misleaders and giving a program of action, This statement was kept by an? 
made a deep impression upon those present, Over 900 delegates and about 
1000 visitors attended the conference. 


Severino, a Communist Party member, was elected chairmen, In h:- 
opening remarks he stated that the difference between Hoover and Kooseve'~ 
is the difference between tweedledum and tweecledee, and that the purpor- 
of he conference was to organize the workers to fight the capitalists. 


Bauer, a delegate from the ‘th and 6th Street Block Assembly,was 
nominated for the Resolutions Committee but he homination was ignored.How- 
ever we were so persistent that the chairman finally was forced to recog- 
nize and accept the nomination to the accompaniment of applause from the 
audience, 


Tune Croll, one of the speakers for the National Textile Workers 
Union, attacked the textile code, She became particularly indignant over 
the fact that it did not provide for a minimum work week of about 30 or 
35 hours and heatedly too# the stand in favor of fighting for such a pro- 
vision, 

At the Resolutions Comrittee meeting there were ten obvious pari 
- members or close sympathizers besides Bauer, A chairman was elected, the 
: otion was to read the resolution presented by the organizers of the confe 
ence, , allow five minutes (in pales discussion and then vote to accept 
or reject it, Bauer pointed out the unfairmess of such procedure and after 
‘reat difficutly prevailed upon them to read all the resolutions presentec 
cd then discuss and vote, There were only two resolutions presented; that 
cl the Communist Party members and our own, The others were just anpendare 
resolutions presented by Communist Party affiliates like the Unemployed 
souncil and the Furriers' Union, 
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There was Little time for discussior, Te were co-tinually receiving 
2ssaces from above that the corference was anxiously waitin: for our res- 
lution and to hurry up, At one time we received the renoxrt that the Comm 
jist League of Strue7le delesates had deen vaired from the conference bde- 
ause thev renreserited a political organization. So the Comaunist Party 
ad actually derener:.ted to the point whare it could rule that politics 
2€ no nlace in a defense of the trade wions, that we ure " to organize 
4e workers to fitht canitalism" ~iihsout vnolitical organizatio:s,! 


Meanvhile, in the so:ference itsel*, «fter the delegates had List 
‘ned to many speeches the Iredextials tor: ittee made its report to seat 
feet "four delesetes from the Jormucint Party, ten from the V.°7.1. and 
three from the Communist Leazue of Struzgle." The reason given wus that 
-he workers want to get somewhere ard political orgenizationrs would only 
Juarrel and get nowhere ! 

We cannot believe that the Comnaunis*’ Party and Y.o.L. actually 
id have delegates there for they had evédently decided beforehand not to 
end any. But it wes this subterfuce that was used to kivk out the C.L.c. 
elegates, In order to do so all the Party members decided to kick our v 
.P, and Y.Z,L, from the conference. Seversl records in yellow onportunis:. 
ere thereby broken: this was the first time the theory was raised by 
ommunists that the C.P. kax# had no place in a workers' conference, It wa 
he first time the 9.P. hed culled a confercnce and excluded all voiitical 
rganizations including itself, It was the first time the 7.P. conressed 
hat it could not fight the Fascist moves of Roosevelt and the actions of 
he government. : 

Let us returm to the proceedinzs of the iKesolutions Comzittee, +h 
4.P, resolution was vague , ineffoctual and opportunistic, Comrade Bauer 
ttacked it on the following grounds: First of all, it mentioned the Unite 
ront and then went or to sveak of ~orkers' and rank and file cettirg xto- 
ether. In other words there was still no definite proposal of 4 real 
nited front, organization with organization, the o.P. has learned notning 
rom the criminal blunders of the past ané does not really mean United 
ront when it savs so, 

Then he bitterly attacked the suggested provision for itso textile 
Jode pxmutxinun demanding a guarentee of at lest 39 hours of work .. week, 
Since when do Communists ask for work? Merx denounced Proudhor for this 
rerthree-quarters of a century azo, Ve must demand a minimum ware ar 
‘aximum hours but not that the workers must sweat "rot Less" then 30 or 
0 or any number of hours, 

The C.P. resolution failed tc analyze the nature of the Koosevelt 
ezire as one having Fascist cerms und tendencies, “inally, instead of pre 
varing for a general strike of lirited duration to somnel social and and 
memployment insurance it contented itself with sterile calls for more 
sonferences, educational committees, issucing nore lexflets, etc,Discusaic 
7a8 cut very short and their resolution railroaded through by a vote of 
.0 to one, Comrade Bauer demanded the richt to make a minority repor? but 
‘idn't even get a second to his motion and was given to understand that he 
sould pesent his minority resoiution only if recognized from the floor by 
she chairman, 

After the main tesolution was read Buver got up and demanded the 
‘ight to read the minority report, This threw the conference into u turnoi 
he party bureaucrats raised one loud oojection after another out the 
‘nairman finally ruled that the minority resolution could be read, 


Bau er was given the platform and presented the only minority 
‘eport of the conference, (the Cannon group, Lovestoneitcs, etc.were not 
epresented), First of all he proceeded to attack the main resolutior 
on the grounds that it contained no careful analysis of the Roosevelt 
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government and put forth no defirite rrogran of action, ‘ie wus cut shor 
1 this however by persistent kowlires rrom the opposition und the chairr. 
rdered him to read the resolution, 


Our resolution put forth the following militant program of action: 
.Vigorous united strugrles must be madc against the new fascist tendencie 
1f Roosevelt, 3Bpypad united fionts rust be established which will take in 
li the trade unions of the z0untry. “Iveiv effort must be made to drav in 
he AFL and the Socialist locals und ceneral organizations and sec to it 
hat they are given a nlece within any united front conference that is 
ommensurate with their influence vithiin the labor movement as a whole, 


2, A wilitant aggressive strike polisy must be started aguinst the 
‘neatshop, price-fixin#, compulsory arbitration moves of the government, 


3, Now more than ever rust there be created « strong and real conn- 
otion between the emmloyed and the unemployed and the trade unions mobil- 
7@ the unemplouyed, The slosans must be raised: und the Lockout of Unem - 
Loyment - O en the Factories to the Unemployed - O_en the Warehouses to t 
xe Hungry - Annihilate the Sweatshop System now sponsered by the Govern- 
ent! 

4, Finally, the labor movement must put forth a gigantic effort to 
repare for a GUNRRAL STEIVR OT LIFITID DURATION, to compel social and une 
“ployment insurance, to smash the Industrial hesovery Law, ond the fascis 
oves ofmRoosevelt, 


Applause, especially from the visitors, followed the readirs of th 
vesolution, But no discussion was allowed and the main resolution was 
iurriedly passed. When one of the delegates nominated Bauer for the perm- 
ae executive committee the chairman completely disregarded the nomina- 
ion, 

At the end of the conference we cistributed a leaflet charging the 
Jommunist Party with Yellow Opportunism, “Jow else can we describe a 
vnarty which organizes a conference to fight the National Industrial sec- 
wvery Act - a political measure - and in tnis conference declares that ait 
Jommunist orgenizations must be expelled and must rot be allowed to tuke 
sart in the conference? 


The whole affair was just another bureaucratic-thight-conpartuent, 
» united front conference with only 10 locals of the Aw, present! Comrade 
Teisbord offered to lead the discussion on the iextile Code and was barred 
‘rom the conference, They reilroaded through a resolution which stressed 
'ut Least 30 hours" of work a week and provided for fighting capitalism by 
‘orking out a bill, calling conferences, organizing educetionel committees 
‘ssueing leaflets.... and to make their fight all the more effective no 
solitical organizations are to take part! Trotsky is certainly correct 
‘en he calls the American Jommunist Party the most stupid party in the 
‘omintern, As an international and as an Arierican revolutionary terdency 
‘saLlinism is dead, 
a Be 

‘itor's Notet: Three documents were presented to the delegates of the 
‘Jefend the Trade Union" Donference; The first was a three nage statement 
-‘ened by eight delegates, the second a resolution to the conference, the 

ird a statement issued as the delegates were leawing the hall, .is the 
7ivst two overlapped we are printing them together as one, Leavin;: out 
scaundant parts; 
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Statement and Resolution to the Conference 


President Roosevelt has declared the country is in a state simi- 
lar to that cf war. He is at war- against the working class and the 
. organized trade union movement. For four years the capu 
italists of America have tried to get cut of the crisis by "peaceful" 
"Democratic", and "crdinary" methods, Now they are going to try 
“extracrdinary" methods, metnods that tend towards Fascism, 

In preparing fcr further Fascist measures Koosevelt is spreading 
the myth that he is the "strong man" who can stand above all classes 
and represent the nation as a whole. As a matter of fact hoosevelt 
if laying the base cf Bonapartism,as a step forward for Fascism, 


As a part of this tendency the fsovernment is directly entering 
intc industry in a thousand wavs, the most important being the mea- 
sures in the National Industrial Recovery Act. But as noosevelt trie 
te organize capitalism, he only brings it to a head, and brining it 
to a head, and bringing it to a head, it topples over. 

From now on every struggle against the factory owner becomes a 
struggle against the government. Every economic strike new must take 
tn a strong political character. The chief enemy now becomes the 
government and the unions must engage further in political strugzles. 
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union movement unprepared and if Roosevelt is now raining new blows 
on the head of Labor it is partly due to the terrible weakness cf 
the trade union movement, 

However, it must be said, that it was the officials of the conser- 
vative trade unior movement who helped to weaken the unions and to 
demoralize them in every possible way. These officials entered into 
the infamcus "Anti-Strike" Fact with Hoover, ‘They submitted to wage 
cut after wage-cut without the slightest resistance. They made no 
real effort to stop the rapid withering away of the A‘L organiza- 
ticns, They allowed the trade unions more and more to become company 
unionized and racketeer controlled. It is natural therefore that the 
ATL should now be but a shadow of its former self. 

The blunders ef the Communists in the trade union field also great 
ly weakened the movement. ‘Ihe theory was put forth that the a¥L was 
a Fascist organization and must be destroyed rather than won over, 
Foclish splits took place where the Sommunists took only a handful 
cut and organized paper unions with them. But worst of all, the "Red! 
unions were often no better than the AL itself. A stifling burocracy 
has been built up within the new unions. Many unions have been trans- 
formed into another edition of the Communist Party. all those who 
disagree with the Communist varty are treated brutally and disloyally 
Well knewn strike leaders have been expelled under nost outragecus 
frameups and without a trial, Members of the Communist League of 
Struggle have been expelled from the “arine Workers Industrial Uricn 
by physical force and the same story can be told by members of other 
organizations as well, 

With such a policy the new unions, which in many instances, have 
& great opzortunity for doing scmething valuable, not only beccme 
very ineffective but with their false policy of "united front only 
-frem below" actually aided the conservative misleaders to split the 
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anks of the 
wokkingclass and prevented all genuine united fronts from being esta- 
blished for years, We wish to declare overly that it was the terrible 
crimes of the trade union bureaucrats aided as they were by the false 
actions of the Socialist party, the Muste and Lovestone groups, on the 
one hand, and the blunders of the Jormunists on the other hand, that 
has led to such a crisis in the trade union movement as faces it at 
the present tine. 
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In view of the above sitvation we, the undersigned bona-fide dele- 
gates to the present conference to Defend the Trade Unions, hereby 
present the following RESOLUTION ON A MILITATN PROGRAM OF ACTION 


1,Vigorous united struggles must be made against the new fascist 
tendencies of Roosevelt. We have now both the opportunity and the 
Clear necessity. Broad united fronts must be estadlished which will 
take in all the trade unions of the country. Tvery effort must be 
made to draw in the A.F, of L. and the Socialist locals and general 
organizations and to see to it that they are siven a place within any 
united front conference that is commensurate with their influence wit». 
in the labor movement as a whole. With such a policy many unions and 
organizations may be induced to begin a real united struggle. Up to 
now the conferences called have been perfect examples of HOW NOT TO 
RUN A CONSERENCE and have been ample proof that those who call such 
united front conferences do no% really mean what they say. 


2.A militahh aggressive strike policy must be started against the 
sweatshop, price-fixing, comnulsory arbitration moves of the govern- 
ment, The trade unions must be organized into wnited bodies so that 
@ joint campaign can be made, joint strikes conéucted, a united front 
presented to the government, joint action taken for the organization of 
the organized and for tne mobilization of the unemployed, 


3,Now more than ever must there be created a strong and real connec- 
tion between the employed and the unemployed and the trade unions m)- 
bilize the unemployed, The slogans must be raised: Enc the Lockout of 
unemployment--Open the Factories to the Unemploved--Open the /arehouses 
to the Hungry--Annihilate the Sweatshop System now sponsored by the 
Government! Union centers must be opened for the unemployed. The un- 
employed must be taken directly into the unions, The closest connec- 
tions must be made between the unions and the various unemployed organ- 
izations, 


4, Finally, the labor movement must put forth a gigantic effort to 
prepare for @ GENERAL STRIFE OF LIMITED DURATION, to compel social and 
unemployment insurance, to smash the Industrial Recovery Law, and the 
Fascist Moves of Roosevelt, This is the slogan and the tactic of the 
hour, It can be done, % must be done. This conference must go for~ 
pleiged to the raising of the slogan of the General Strike of limited 
duration (say one day or so, both locally and nationally) and for its 
organization and preparation, 


This resolution is submitted by the following delegates; 
Fred C, Browner--Brooklyn Steel and Metal ‘Jorkers Industrial UnionTUUL 


Jack Bauer 
Philip Lewis )Unemployed Councils 5th & 6th Street Block Assemoly 
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Walter Mareik---German workers Club 


Ben Klein 

Sylvia Freeman) Militatn Youth Club 

Henry Weser )) 

Albert Weisbord ) Communist League of Struggle (Adhering to the 


Sam Tisher(alternate) )international Left Oppesition) 


FELLOY DELEGAT"S TO THR SONFARTICR TO SAVE THE SRADR UNION! 
WE CHARGE THE COM UNIST PARTY VITH YELLOW opyoRTUNISi? 


President Roosevelt is smashing the trade unions, outlawing 
strikes and setting up the machinery of fascism. More than ever before 
in the history of this country from now on all economic strikes will 
tend to be political in character, rom now on strikes will be not 
Only against the bosses but against the Roosevelt codes, arainst the 
government, 


At this very time the Communist Party organizes a conference 
to fight the National Industrial Recovery Act--a political measure-- 
and in this conference declares that all Communist organizations must 
be expelled and must not be allowed to take part in the conference. 
Not even a work of discussion was allowed from the floor. 


Comrades, in this way the Communist Party commits suicide. 
It shows the workers that they can expect nothing from the Communist 
Party in their real everyday struggles against the growing Fascist 
tendencies. JUST AS THE GERVAN COMMUNIST PARTY UNDER STALIN SHOWSD 
THAT IT DID NOT KNOV HOY TO FIGHT ZASCIS!” SO THE AMERIZAN COMVULIST 
PARTY DEMONSTRATED IT TODAY TO ALL THE ‘VORVERS PRESENT BY DECLAKING 
THAT THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ROOSEVELT'S FASCIST TEMDSYOIMS IS YOT a 
POLITICAL STRUGGLE BUT ONE 7OR THE TRAD@ UNIONS AND FRATERNAL CLUBS 
TO HAFDLE, And this at a conference that had 10 locals of the A,7.of L. 
present. 10 locals! Can we not see that as an international current 
and as an American revolutionary tendency Stalinism is dead? 


But if the Communist Party has confessed its bankruptcy we 
have not, ‘Ye came to the conference with a real program of action, 
The Communist Party even refused to let it be heard, That is why we 


were expelled by the Communist Partv et from the conference with 
the yellow A.". of L, slogan "No political organizations allowed," 


Fellow delegates! protest this act of expulsion of the Commu- 
nist League of Struggle by the Communist Party delegates, mislead by a 
false theory. Come to our meeting to hear our program which the party 
leaders would not let tts tell. Fight the false line of the June Crolls 
and the others that we must demand "not less than 40 hours a week", 
Fight the false line that the Jommunist organizations cannot defend the 
trade union from Zascism, 


A ee deed 


Bonapartism in the Roosevelt Regime 
ae 


In the last issue of the Slass Struggle (Vol III No.#) we printe:’ 
what we consider a very important article on the subject of "The Fascist 
Tendencies of Koosevelt", In this article we attempted to show that the 
moves of Roosevelt were and had to be in the direction of Fascism. We 
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‘TROTR then "ve do not say that we have a fullfledged VYascist regime in & 
America as vet, ‘Je do say, however, we have the beginnings of it, the 
germs of it", ‘ye intend to analyze this theme and the role of Roosevelt 
from all angles in the succeedins nunbers of our paper. 


tf, then, we Are moving in the direction of Fascism, albeit only 
stapting in that direg tion, the next question is, what is the mechanism 
of the transition period from parliamentarism to’ 7ascism? And the an- 
swer is Bonapartism, Our thesis is that Roosevelt is laying the basis 
for Ronapartism, on the road to “ascism, paving the way for Fascism, It 
is to the study of Bonapartism in the i:oosevelt regime that we dedicate 
this article, 


In all cases in the past, preparing the way for fuscism, there was 
a Bonapartist regime, Let us hear Comrade Irotsky on this question, 
*irst We turn to his article "On ‘lhe 4th of August". 
"They (the opportunists-ed) enumerated dozens of features in which the 
Papen-Schleicher regime differed from classical Bonapartism and always 
ignored this fundamental characteristic which makes them similar: the 
preservation of the equilibrium between the two irreconcilable camps. 
There is nothing worne than that pseudo-Marxist thought which, full of 
conceit, stops just where the question first begins. The analozy with 
Bonapartism, quite concrete, precisely defined, not only clarifies anew 
the role of the last Giolitti cabinet maneuvering between the fascists 
and the Socialists, but also throws a burning light on the present tra- 
ditional regime in Austria. NOW CNH SAN ALHEADY OPENLY SPEAK O7 THE 
PROFOUND LOGICAL YNSRSSITY OF THS PYRIOD OF 'BONAPARTIST! TRANSITION 
BETW3"N PARLIAVENTARISI’ AND FASCISV, {our emphasis--ed) 
The example of Austria demonstrates the enormous importance which an 
exact delimitation between Bonapartism and Tascism has ( or more exacti,’ 
should have) for the aims of practical politics..." 


In his brilliant work "The Gnly Read" Comrade Trotsky in his 
chapter "Bonapartism and Vascism" has this to say as to when Bonapartism 
arises in relation to Tascism, (referring particularly in Germany). Tro- 
tsky w writes: "In its time we designated the Bruening government as 
BONAPAPRIISF (‘caricature of Bonapartism') that is as a regime of the 
military Peues dictatorship. As soon as the strugzle of two social 
strata--the haves and the have-nots, the exploiter and the exploited-- 
reaches its highest tension, the conditions are given for the domination 
of bureaucracy, police, soldiery. ‘The government becomes 'independent" 
of society. Let us once more recall: if two forks are stuck symmetri- 
cally into a cork, the latter can stand even on the point of a pin. 

That is precisely the schema of Bonapartism, To be sure, such a govern- 
ment does not cease being the clerk of the property-owners., Yet the 
clerk sits cn the back of the boss, rubs his neck raw and does not 
hesitate at times to dig his boots into his face," 


nM 


‘hat are the characteristics of Bonapartism? Briefly they may 
be enumerated as follows: 


1. In the case of Napoleon Bonaparte and of Louis Napoleon, Bonapartisr.- 
arose due to an equilibrium of forces in which all the various classes 
were deadlocked; each could not overthrow the other because of mutual 
paralysis and exhaustion and all were forced to tolerate a man on horsc- 
back with strong traditions, a man who satisfied no one class and yet 
alone could restore erder for the nonce. In the case of Von Papen and 
of von Schleicher in Germany and of Dollfuss in Austria however, we nave 


‘. 
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Of von Schleicher in Germany and of Dollfuss in austria however, we have 
the case of a bonapartist regime where the classes are deadlocked not 
after all the forces have been spent in actual street battles and after 
exhaustion, but in the interim before the strusgle of the deadlocked 
classes has actually reached a definite solution and has been fought 
out in the streets, 


Says Comrade Trotsky in the same chapter of the book mentioned above 
"The Bonapartist regime can attain a comparatively stable and durable 
character only in the event that it brings a revolutionary epoch te a 
close; when the relationship of forces has already been tested in hatxi 
battles; when the revolutionary classes are already spent; while the 
possessing classes have not yet freed themselves from the fear: will noi 
the morrow bring new convulsions, ‘Vithout this basic condition, that 
is, without a preceding exhaustion of the mass enersies in battles, the 
Bonapartist regime is in no position to develop." 


2, The state apparatus is centered in the hands of one strong man-- the 
man on horseback, ‘Yith the mutual exhaustion of classes or their nutu- 
al paralysis this man and the clicque around him can take an "indepen- 
dent" attitude, The illusion is given that the man and the state re#ine 
are above all classes, 


5, The administration rests above all upon the state burocracy anc the 
military-police apparatus, It is this military-police apparatus that 
keeps the order and preserves the regime. 


4, Freed from direct responsibility to any class, buoyant with the 
illusion of being above classes and cirecting them, resting only unon 
the armed might of the state mechanism, Bonapartism inevitably brings 
in its train an adventurist foreign policy. ‘lory, fame, is everythine. 
The sword is rattled, the day of war and farie is eagerly peer OLS. it 
this has not been done with ollfus and Von Papen it is because of the 
short duration of the retime, necessitated by the fact that Rorapartism 
in their case was only the transition regime before the actual udvent 
of Fascism, 


5, Today Fascism does not necessarily have to come about in the "hot" 
Italian style with its civil war and its march on ome, It can appear 
in "cold" style also as the German experience shows, fascism does not 
have to arise where the workers are actually in revolt (Italy). It can 


arise where the workers are on the verge of the insurrection, before 
the insurrection (Germany) or it can arise where internationally the 
situation has become tense due to the necessity to liquidate the revo- 
lutionary organizations of the working class all over the world (Aus- 
tria), Finally Yascist germs can appear where there is the potentia- 
lity of a deep-going radicalization of the masses, a sudden radicali- 
zation with its sudden threats, (English "National Government", present 
regime in the U.S.) It seems to us that it is especially in the latter 
cases of "cold" Pascism that the transitional regime of Bonapartism is 
necessary, It is this Bonapartism that opens the gates for fascisn, 
that prepares the way for the fascist dictatorship, by its own military 
dictatorial decrees, etc. In the case of Germany as in the case of 
Austria, 7ascism comes about not only by the mass pressure of the 

ts from below, but also because of the fascisation of the govern- 
Bt icsagh vue quietly and steadily though the mechanism of Bonapartism 


from above, 
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So much for the question of ea ORE and its relation to fascism. 
The question now remains, what are the signs that Koosevelt is laying 
the pase for just such a Bonapartist retire? Let us give some of the 
evidence in outline form: America is at a gizantic turn of the road, 

On both sides, from the top and from the bottom, individualism is giving 
way to oollectivisam, ‘Jlass ideolowzies are definitely appearing openly, 
Gropingly the two classes are corin~ to face each other as such, On the 
one side, from the point of view of the Lourgeoisie, there exists a xxx 
political immaturity and theortical helplessness in the face of the co- 
ming class battles, This was strikingly demonstrated under Hoover, when 
nobody seemed to know exactly what to do about the situation, A strong 
man ‘was needed to give a airection and unification to the various frag- 
ments and sections and layers cf the tourgeoisie as a whole, On the 
other side we have the same amorrhousness amoug the workers, The vir- 
tual collapse of the union movement, the socialist movement and the com 


munist movement has left the workingeclass practically leaderless and 
helpless, paralyzed by its own immaturity. Nevertheless the four full 


years of the crisis are makine the workers stir. ‘they are on the road 
to radicalism, they are potentially dangerous, And the events can come 
suddenly, In this era of post war imperialism, there occur violent eco- 
nomic and political fluctuations, fluctuations which have all the possi 
bilities of dangerous explosions within them, Here we have that lower- 
ing of the storm clouds, that heishtened tension, that equilibrium in 
class forces that can well lead to bonapartism, 


More and more the state apparatus is being centered in the hands of 
one man, A mvih is bein: filisently spread from the thitehouse of 
Roosevelt being the strong ran to save the ecsuntry, His poouler vote 
was enorrous, the greatest anv President ever had, so great as. “o place 
him above and over the parliamertary institutions, like Songress or the 
Supreme Jourt, He takes care deliberately to break all prece“’ants from 
the time of his fli-ht to the nominatin: convertion of the Democratic 
party, to his rude urd undiploratic manner of international intervention. 


His first measure was to give himself dictatorial powers in the bunk- 
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practically dissolved in his favor anc turned over all the reigns of 
administration and much of lecislation into his hands, All the "plans" 
of Roosevelt are in "VIS" head, In his campai-n speeches +oosevelt 
never uttered a word of such ideas us the nationel recovery act,etc, 
The? sprang"full grown" and were put over in dictatorial fashion, 


That foosevelt means to creute his own army of functionaries and mi- 
litary officers responsible to hir und to him alone can be seen by the 
various measures already carried’ out and the nev ones proposed, He has 
placed himself in charge of revising all the pensions invoiving hundreds 
of dollars annually, Is. there any doubt that those who retain their 
pension will look to HIM Roosevelt, and not the party for his security 
and will follow HI¥, hoosevel © the end? Thousand of posts that used 
to be varcelled out by the victorious political party are now beinz 
taken away from the control of that party by Roosevelt and placed in his 
own hands, In this way koosevelt has not only weakened Yongress and its 
prestige but also the party as such and has placed the power in HI"S4LF. 


If all this has been done CONSSISUIIONALLY, in accordance with the 
™.S, Constitution, let us not forget that the Sonstitution offered 
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RXERKRERKE excellent opportunities for the development of Bonapartism. 
The U.S, Constitution already in reality allowed for the tremendous de- 
velopment cf the power of the President. The President has more power 
than any other sinsle man in other capitulist countries of its weizht 
and importance was allowed to have, It is not necessary to push aside 
the constitution of the ".S, in forminzs a base for Bonapartisn, 


There can be no doubt that foosevelt means to supplement his power 
by means of a great increase in the state apparatus responsible to him, 
It would not surprise us were the next move the creation of a strong 
THRNGRAL POLICS TORCH. The ostensible reason can be a drive agaist rac- 
keteers, against kidnapping, against grafters or even against "profit- 
eers", etc, This can provide a good excuse. Besides who is soins to 
enforce his various measures like the Industrial Recovery Law? ‘Yho will 
see that the Codes will be enforced? Vill it be the runicipal and state 
agencies? Cbviously not. It will be the federal forces that will be 
put to work, 


Here then is the general process taking place: the local and 
gtake forces give way to the federal forces; the federal forces do away 
e old checks and balance system and become more and more centra- 
lized; the “ouses of Tongress and the Suprememdourt give way to the 
President, the apparatus swings from the party to the President and the 
Party gives way to the Leader, the Strong Man, 


It is the National Industrial Recovery Act that exposes the Bona- 
partism in the Roosevelt regime in the strongest fashion, In his blank 
codes, overriding protests even from employers associations, in his rou 
haste, in his regimentation and militarization of labor and of capital, 
more than in any other case, Roosevelt gives the illusion of the 'in- 
dependence! of the State standing above all classes and making all 
classes fall into Line, 


The same picture is given in Koosevelt's international relations, 
His brusque militant aggressive undinlomatic manner of speech at these 
international gatherings, his personal interventions, his constant 
rattling of the sword and the might of the Big Navy, all these not 
merely imitate the actions of "the great" Roosevelt,"7I,R." butcoming 
as they do in the period of heightened tensions lay the basis for 
Bonapartism on the road to ascism, 


With his left shoulder noosevelt leans on little Miss Frances Perkins 
with his t# right he is supported by “eneral Tohnson, ‘what if the 
equilibrium should fail? There stand such as Huey Long, the F.”.¥., 
the Khaki Shirts, the forerunners of a real “‘aszist movement which will 
carry the policy along. 


Watch {or our coming pamphlet - 
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International Notes 


France 

~The present situation in ~orld affairs finds france in a particu- 
larly precarious position. In one sense “rance really lost through the 
world war- she lost the treat ~lliance she had with :ussia, Before the 
war Trance had a firm alliance with "r-lund, and jussia due to the great 
rise of the *erman W:pire under the Faiser which had to lead to a clash 
of Germany both azainst siussia and against France, ‘ioday "rance has 
lost that alliance, Again she is faced with the rise of a new Cernan 
wmpire. Germany stands tocav with a better and more hishly rationalized 
production machine than ever before. ‘The German Socialist Party, the 
German Communist Party, the German ‘rade Urions-and workineclass crgan- 
izations no longer exist to put a brake before the Hitler Fascist ambi- 


tions, And now behind Jeimany stands the U,5. which can use the German 
SMpitions to counter Bngland and France's attacks against the U,S. 
During the world war Trance had the support of the U,S. this sup- 

ort is no longer hers. The growing tension between the U.S.andad Japan-- 
ond ¥ranee helps Japan--the growing tension between the ¥¥%, creditor 
U,3. and the debtor “uropean countries, of whicii france is one of the 
chief debtors, and the growine capitalist disintegration generally 
(strugzle for exports, strugzle between franc and dollar,etc.) has 
moved France and the U.S, further and further apart, 


france has also lost the support of the .ussian Smpire, for the 
Russian "mpire is no more. It has been replaced by the U,S,5.R. con- 
trolled by the revolutionary workers wio have wiped out the debts to 
France, wiped out the capitalist alliances with France and declared war 
upon the whole canitalist and ?rench systems. For a long time France hu: 
tried to break the -ussia nut, But the first workers State still sur- 
vives and must be reckoned with, The old *rench market in hkussia is now 
gone, perhaps never to return, ; 


How; now can “rance cope with the capitalist rivals and enemies 
surrounding it? To replace the U.S. and ‘ussia it has made a firm alli- 
ance with Japan, But more important to “urope than that perhaps, is the 
attempt on the part of "yancé to build up another subservient erpire in 
the eastern part of Europe to replace Russia, A whole series cf states 
were supported by Trench imperialist might- Poland, Rumania, Jugo-Slavia 
Czecho-slovakia, with strong influence in the Baltic states and Hungary. 
These states, when linked together, are powerful enough, ‘The total 
population of the first four is about 80,000,000 people or more than tne 
population of Germany. from the point of view of military action these 
states have been excellently armed by France, They are indeed only enor 
mous armed camps, armed prisons of their peoples in behalf of French imp 
imperialism. In this manner France tried to form a mew ring around Ger- 
many on the one hand, and with Japan as its ally, a new ring around 
Russia on the other. 


However, it must be admitted that “rance is in a far weaker posité 
ien than it was in the past before the war, The buffer states, Poland 
and the others, are mere fragments. They cannot take the place of the 
old ally Russia, france tries desperately to patch the pieces together. 
A new state is gradually being fused through The Little Entente (Jugos 
Slavia, Szecho-Slovakia and Rumania). Already each one of these states 
has pledged not to make foreign treaties without consulting the other. 
Poland is also trying to form a Baltic Alliance, with Latvia, Esthoni:. 
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and Lithuania. These states are entirely subsidized by #rance and with 
_ the fall of the *rench franc, .witn the full 68 #rench economy, with the 
and of reparations and the rise of Germany, with the sovpletion of a. 
oser union of Gerrany vith Austria, these fragments must full to pie 
ces again, ‘he building up of this nev ernire in behalf of 2rench im- 
perialism must prove too costly for trench economy. ‘he strain is too 
great for Srench shoulders. 


But as rance realizes this, she :rovs rore desperate and more 
bole, ike a wolf Griven into a ccrne>, French imperi.lism.bezins to 
ware its fangs, It will suxnort any adventure. It ares itself and all 
its allies to the teeth. It stands rewdy to plunge the whole world 
into a new sifrantic conflarration before it will yield its Buropeaun 
supremacy, 


Austria 


Qn the other hand the pressure of Germany is becoming greater and 
preater. ‘hile before the war it planned to conquer the whole world 
Germany must strive to win Anschluss with little Austria, But wheres 
before it tock the world ambitions of Cermany to brin: matters toa 
head, now even the question cf a union with littie Austria is resisted 
with such fury as to show that even that event could brin* matters to 
ahead. So rreat has becone the instability of world affairs. 


Vet it seems Austiia must ~ove more and more within the orbit of 
Germary, ‘The victory of the Yanis in Gertiany, courlec as it has teen 
with the cornlete collapse of the German Socialist anc Jormunist or- 
ganizations, has pluced the workers of Austria before a real crisis. 
The crisis in Austria as in Germany in the question of Fascism or Dom- 
munism, But now it is ata’ lover level, The princinul fisht hus been 
won, ‘That fight was in Germany and the “usecists won it. In austria 
the Cemmunist Party is too ridiculous, the Scecialist Party too ino- 
roughly corrupted and degenerated to offer any real resistance. On thee 
other hand the “ascists are divided in their loyaitics to the lioune of 
Vapsburg or the House of Hohenzollern. Yet the present situaticn can 
not last loni;, The present resime of Dollfuss is only the Bernapartist 
intermediary regime paving the way for fascisuw, and austria will be 
taken in within the bounds of the Germen system as some xxwuxxi sort 
of special and enlarged Bavaria, 


That Dellfuss is playing the same role as Yon Papen, von Schleicher 
is as clear as day. Already the Com.unist Party is illegal, the larty 
press confiscated, the Socialist Party press strictly censored, their 
mass meetings forbidden, their conferences dispersed, the trade unions 
attacked anda strikes absolutely forbidden in many places. Strict police 
Vigilance is now the rule. ‘ihe distribution of leaflets is now an 
offense Liable to arrest, etc, etc. aAt the same time that the lay Duy 
traditional demonstration “as harned in Vienna, there took place all 
sorts of provocative parades of the Fascists and the Neimwehr wider the 
protection of the sovernmetib, The axm auxiliary police is being infil- 
trated thorouchly with fascist torces. ‘The Fascist groups in the 
countryside have been xxmpkxtxky openly armed. 


Concurrent with these political measures have gone severe economic 
measures against the workers. ‘Yage cuts were instituted for Sccial 
Insurance employes, Railroad workers received cnts in overtime pay aid 
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, 
in pensions that zo as fur us forty percent in the Lower ranks, Unemplozy~ 
ment insurance has been restricted for the great bulk of unemployed to 
20 weeks (formerly 30 weeks) and for some even to 12 weeks, Emergercy 
relief has either been cut off entirely or drastically reduced, Young 
workers up to the age of 25 now receive no relief ut all. Jompulsory per 
ticipation in religious exercises has now been instituted in all schools, 


ALl over Europe the question of *ascism or Communism has become th 
acute problem within each rezire, And with the victory of the Nazis in- 
Germany there is the greatest danger of a victory of the darkes$ forces 
of reaction everywhere, 


Russian Recognition 


However with the growth of virulent nationalism all the contradict- 
ions among the capitalist nations themselves are srowing acute, If the 
Soviet Union up to now has not been seriously molested it has been due to 
the strength of the international proletariat, upon which the Soviet kejp- 
ublic ultimately rests, and upon the sharp irreconcilable difcec1ences 
among the capitalists themselves, These differences are sro“inz sharper, 
This accounts for the wave of recognition of countries for Kussia, Spain 
is now recognizing the Soviets and even more important is the impencing 
recognition of Russia by the United States, 


While the recognition of Russia by the U.S. will be a great victoi 
for the Soviet Union and for the international working class we must huy 
no illusions about it, It does not mean that the U.S. has become more 
"liberal", Quite the contrarv, it nav mean that the tension between the 
U.S. and Japan isgetting greater, or it may mean that in the coming war 
against the Soviet U,ion the ".S, wants to sell ammunition to both side. 
before entering the field itself, And recognition of the U.S.9,8, will 
aid the profits of arerica, Let us be prepired for these alternuitives 
too,Besides, the employers of the U.S, are being hard hit by the crisis, 
They may want to sell more soods to the Soviets to increase their profi. , 
However this will not substantially relieve the unemployment crisi in t..s 
U.S, Let us make no mistake about that, Indeed it can only lay the base 
for an even bigger capitalist crisis in the future. However, it will aid 
the Soviet Union and that alone will be a big gain for the American work- 
ers, 

War in South America 


The war in South America goes merrily on, Bu now thousands have bee 
killed in the Caco and tens of thousands more wounded, The ruling cliequ 
es in Bolivia and Paraguay, stimul#ed by the pressure of the U.S, and 
English imperialists who are struggling for the control of South Americ« 
have drafted their poor Indian peons and sent them to the slaughter, 


The facts of this new amssacre of the toilers are briefly as follow: 
: Bolivia is landlocked, Chaco gives access to the Paraguay River and 
the Atlantic Ocean, This is the immediate issue at stake, But further, 
the U.S, has about $133,000,000 invested in B™’livia in government bonds, 
in tin and in oil, Tin makes up over 92% of Bolivia's foreign sales, 
mostly to the U,S. which controls Bolivian tin in competition with the 
British who control Malayan tin. In B, livia, the U.g,-owned National Lezd 
Co, controls over 80% of the tin resources in Bolivia, The Internation: 1 
Mining Co, owns 8000 acres, The Fabulos Co., 6000, The Guggonhemm Vo. 
of Baracoles Tin is capitalized at $40,000,000. So thoroughly is the t* 
controlled that even the Bolivian Director of Mines is an American,vesi 
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that, the Standard Oil has a concession of 71/2 million acres of oil 
lands, It has the right to operate railways, harbors, telephones, tel- 
egraphs, aud other public utilities, Its wells are kept in reserve ior 
American Hmperialism, But a nipe Line runs through the Chaco, 


; Bolivia has felt the fuli crushing weight of Arerican Imperialism, 
Its population cf abeut 3,069,000 is over &5% illiterate. In the whole 
country there are only a 4 0 primary schools, ‘The peons are forced tc 
work 12 hours a day, 7 diys a week for board only. It is no wonder 

that such companies as the National Lead Co, showed an operating cost of 
20% lower than the vom d average, and even in the worst depression year 
declared a 15% dividend, | 

It is the same with the smaller azrarian country Paraguay (popula- 

tion 800,000). This iscontrolled by Great Pritain in the same way as 
Bolivia is controlled by the U.S, In the terrible juhgle of the Chico 
the battle is being fought out and already since July of last year there 
have been at least 50,000 casualties. Both the U.S, and Great Britain 
are making big profits in selling war supwlies. Last yeur the League of 
Nabions announced that Bolivia alone had just bought $20,0°0,090 more of ° 
arms and ammunition. Business is good for the big besses, That is why 
they wish no peace until the fight is fought out no matter how much the 
masses puvy, The U.S, and English imperialisms jockey with each other 
about peace. Orne wished the South arerican countries (ABC grout) to do 
the settlement, the other the Leame of Nations, Only the victory of the 
workingclass in both the U.S, and Great Britain will put an end to the 
Slaughter of the colonial masses such as that in the Chaco, 
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THE WHITE TERPOR IN SUBA 


The situation in Cuba has reached a point of high intensity. The 
general strike is in full swing, with murtial law proclaimed and the 
island in a ferment. Numbers have been killed and many wounded in the 
anti-Machado deronstratiors that have taken place, these outbreaks, wheis 
include in their hostility the United States Government as well us the 
local authority, are no sudden occurrence, but rather the resuit of 
years of umkeaxk unbearable oppression, Cuba is only 2 small country wit 
4,000,000 population and about 44,900 square riles urea, Yet wholesale 
assassinations have taken place there which have m.de this one-time 
garden spot a veritatle hell, The New York Times reported not lcng ago, 
befere the outbreak of the general strike, seven vilied in one day, four 
on another day under the dreaded Ley del Fuego (Law of Flight) the excus 
by which President Machado murders his opponents, An open military dict 
atorship in the style of the worst Chicaso gangster rule prevais, which 
it is estimated has already cost the lives of over 2500 people, Over 350 
mem ers of the ABC organizationx alone have been killed according to 

heir registration, 

Since the Spanish-American War the U.S. imperiaist government ha 
never really relinquéshed its wize plum, By articles II and II? of the 
Platt Amendment the government to be established was forbidden to contra 
&@ public debt over the amount it could meet with ordinary revenues, Alsc 

he U.S, was allowed to intervene for the "preservation of Cuban indep- 
endence, maintenance of government adequate for the protection of life, 
property and individual liberty", This of course means that the U.S. acy 
ernment will send in its armed forces whenever the masses make an atte: t 
to end the rule of caftalism and vicious landlordism which controls the 
lives of the people, 

Since 1698 the U.S, has literally controlled the island with i 
armed force almost all the time, The first time the army stayed from 
1898 to 1902, the second time, after the liberal revolution took place 
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againt President Palma under Theodore Roosevelt the U.S, intervened with 
its army from 1905 to 1909, Then during the world war Gen.Crowder was 
sent in to control the country, Only after the war was the military con- 
trol taken away, And in 1924 Machado running as Liberal Party candidate 
was elected President, 

The understand the situation in Suba today one must realize that 
Cuba is essentially a one cro» country, 80% cof its income comes from 
sugar, ‘the market for sugar collapsed in 1925 and since then has been ia 
a chronic state of crisis, This chronic crisis was enormously aggravated 
oy the world economic crisis that was ushered in in 1929 everywhere and 
which had an especially severe effect upon agrarian raw matierial crops, 
the following tables tell thestcry. 


I_Sugar Production 
1928 ...it was over 5,000,090 long tons, 
1931... production restricted to 3,122,000 tons, 
1933... production restricted to 2,000,000 tone. 


II. Exports to U.S, 
1931 ...2,100,000 tons 


1932.,.,.this had fallen to 1,700,000 or a drop of 18% in one year, 
reaching the lowest level since before the war, 


IIL, Prices 
1928,....the price was 2,4¢ a pound 
Lag... 3 " 22g 
1930. < A 1] hi Lett. 
1933, . ree " 68:2 or a total drop of about 80% 


IV, Tobacco production in values. 


3 ——_— 


1929 the crop was worth $38,000,000 


1930 33, 500,000 
1931 23,000,009 
1932 13,000,000 or a total drop of about 65% ; 


in one year abne,1931-32 the drop being 437% 
V.U,S. foreign trade to Cuba 


1929 1932 
exports (high month) 14,000,000 2, 900,00¢ 
imports 27,000,000 5,000,00° 


An anlaysis of the receipts of the four chief railways in Cuba and 
of the U,ited Railway of Habana shows the same cataclysmic fall in income 
and prices, 

To these woes have been added the fact that Cuba is one of the ~ 
richest morsels of American Imperialism which drains all it can out of it 
colonies, The National City Bank controlling the sugar output of Cuba, the 
Blectric Bond and Share controlling Cuba's electric power and charging ex 
tortionate rates thereby, together with their affiliates have made Cuba 
into a vassal state, Guba is now loaded with external debts to the tune 
of 72,000,000 dollars, thus giving it a greater per capita debd than any 
other Latin American country. As recently as 1930,in order to bolster th» 
desperate Machado regimethe Chase Bank was induced to make another loan 
Cuba of $50,000,000, And we must temember that by Platt Amendment Cuba 
cannot default its debt, 

R> maintain this frightful exboitation a ruthless military gagster 
dictatorshin has been set up hy Machado, An army of 12000 picked men com+ 
vose the most excellently trained police force in Latin America to defend 
Machado, This army is well paid and well taken care of not only by the re 
cular allotment but by the enormous graft obtained through the expenditur 
of the "100,000,000 for supposed "public works". 

All opposition parties have been crushed, The leaders have all bech 
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driven into exile, Menocal, leader of the non-cooperative conservative 
section is in the U.S., as is Mendieta of the Nationalist Union who had 
been defeated by Machado for the Liberal Party candidacy in 1924 and who 
had been forced to flee to Florida, Another opponent,Gomez, also fled to 
the U.S. in 1931. Besides this bourgeois opposition there is an affiliat 
ed student movement which has been in the very forefront in the attacks 
against Machado, The high schools have been closed down for several years, 
The University of Habana has been shut for a long time, The ABC organiz- 
ation has 5000 members who carry on a regular guerilla warfare against th 
government, 

The bourgeois opposition wants merely a change in the dictators, It 
is the struggle of one clicque against another clicque which has managed 
to get the spoils and the power to mulct the masses, The students are mo 
more liberal, They actually want a constitutional regime and a regular 
democracy. However they do not make any demands for labor, They are not 
interested in socialism or social reforms necessarily. Petty bourgoies 
through and through, they are desperate elements driven by conditions to 
take the forefront of the fight against Machado, They have carried on 
their fight very bravely. As we have seen, thousands have paid with thei 
lives. The ABC has issued the order, when about to be taken, shoot to 
kill, for they will kill you anyway, War to the death, war to the finish 
with guns, bombs,knives and all possible means has been decreed even unde 
feaceful" circumstances before the outbreak of recent critical events. In 
many cases the attempts of the students have been successful, as when 
Bello, President of the S nate, Hererra, Chief of the Secreta Police,and 
others were killed. But their fight is on the relatively futile individ- 
ualist terrorist manner of the intellectuals who have not mohilized the 
masses in their behalf, 

And yet thé masses are not neutral, On the contrary their deep 
sympathy is with the students, although the students are not fighting for 
the demands of the laborers and toilers, Yet the workers know that all 
are not to be considered one reactionary mass against them and that the 
workers must aid the democratic students in their fight against the Mach- 
ado military dictatorship. 

The labor conditions are so frightful on the island of Cuba that 
workers and toilers must enter into a life and death grip with the admin- 
istration. Here is the report from the Monthly Labor Revéétw of December 
1932 issued by the U.S. Department of Labor and being a report of the U.S 
Consul in Cuba. He wites that since J ly 1st,1931, wages had been cut 
25% but had really fallen 40%. Complete chaos existed in the country sid 
agricultural laborers in many cases GEITING NO WAGHS AT ALL BYT MERELY 
ORDERS ON THR COMMISSARY DBPARTMENT. One place paid 10¢ a day (5gin cash) 
Two years ago these places had paid from 40¢ to 60¢ a day. The working 
hours are now from.sun to sun or 12 hours a day in summer,) According to 
the U.S. Consul "Wages paid in 1932 are reported to have been the lowest 
since the days of slavery in Cuba." The fact is regular slavery exists 
since all the workers get in most cases is THEIR BOARD. the following 
xtable gives the fall in wages. 


1931 1932 

unskilled laborers (per diem) i 

time en Now all of them get only 

piece . 60 50¢ a day, the highest categ- 
carpenters 2.90 ories getting as a maximum 
mechanics 4,83 $1 a day. 
painters 3.75 
firemen 2.00 


Even locomotive engineers who seven years ago got as high as from 200-276 
dollars a month and four years ago about 150 a month now are getting or : 


Vol III No 8 pg.20 


30 dollars for a month's work, x 8) 

With this labor situation, it is no wonder that the Cuban workers 
have been most militant and in constant struggle against the Nachado 
regime, The Communist Party of Cuba carried on under very great diffic- 
ulties but already had made good headway in winning over the labor move- 
ment when its leader, Julio Antonis Mella was murdered by Machado. Since 
that time again and again the workers have gone on strike in most milit- 
ant faetion, Machado has been forced to drive the Cuban Communists und- 
erground, to smash all strikes with the full weight of his military for. 
ces, to declare the unions outlawed before the workers were beaten, Now’ 
again the struggles are increasing in the city. On Jan. 10th street 
fights took place in practically all the principal cities of the Island 
on the anniversary of Mell's death leading to many shootings and at leas 
15 wounded in demonstrations, In the countryside, the peasants in a 
number of places have taken to open guerdlla warfare, roaming in bands 
and sniping at the federal forces, receiving the support and sympathy of 
the agrarians everywhere, 

All the signs show that matters are coming to a head, The strong 
labor demonstrations in the cities, the peasant outbreaks, the guerilla 
war in the country, the terroristic outbursts of the students in the 
cities, the military censorship of the press, even at times, the English 
press, all shows that Machado is being isolated, that only his armed 
might and the money and power of the U.S. government supports him. 

If the resistance against him becomes too great, as the outbreaks of 

the last few days seem to indicate, the unstable support of the U.S. can 
easily be withdrawn and another set up in his place. Another alternative 
would be the granting of concession by Machodao to the bourgeois opposi- 
tion factions, but for this it seems events have already gone too far, 
Armed intermuention by that "kind father" the U.S. now looms imminent, 
notwithstanding the Roesevelt "liberal" gestures of withdrawing the 
armed forces from the colonies, Meanwhile the terrible sooial, ecnomic 
conditions will continue to prevail, The masses will continue to be 
ground down in virtual peonage and slavery. 

AA1L the general principles of the Left Opposition are illustrate 
in the situation in Cuba, The fight is now a democratic fight, the revol- 
utionary movement is fighting for a bourgeois democratic regime, But 
only the proletariat will be able to make the revolution pemanent, to 
complete the democratic revolution and carry it further to the sooial 
revolution, 

The crying shame of the hour is that the Communist Party in Cubs 
under the Stalinist whip has not appreciated this fact, and will take a 
backward position, not allowing the proletariat the take the hegemony in 
the movement, If the same mistakes are made in Cuba that were made in 
China, the revolutionary movement is doomed, 

On the other hand the Communists in this country have shown th. 
selves almost utterly oblivious of the great fight the Cuban masses are 
making, The proletariat of Cuba cannot win its battles without the 
great, immediate, unstd4nted aide of the workers in the U:S, particulely 
the advanced workers. This must be done at once and to thelimit, It has 
already been proved a thousand times that he American Communist movement 
és imperialist and bourgeois through and through, that we have yet to 
create a real genuine Communist Party. One of the acid tests for such a 
party is the support of the Cuban and other LatinOAmerican toilers in 
their fight against American Imperialism and for Socialism, A,wW, 
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THE NEGRO CHURCH AND THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT | 


A series of pertinent questions confronts us regarding the Negro 
church and the Communist movement, What is the relationship between 
religion, the church and the Negro? Wow is the Negro church distinctiv 
from the white church? How many Negro churches are there in the U.S. an 
and what proportion of the membership is composed of workers? Does the 
Negro church offer a gocd medium to the Communists to reach the Negro 
masses? 

"Religion" wrote Marx, (Hegel's "Philosophy of Right") "is the moan 
of the oppressed creature...the spirit of spiritless conditions, It is 
the opium of the people." If religion is generally a haven of escape 
from life for oppressed, ignorant masses, this isgreatly intensified i 
the case of the Negro. The history of the Negro in America is a hisotry 
of enslavement and oppression by his white-skinned master. Torn from h 
his African habitat and transplanted on alien soil, the Negro, despite 
his white owners' attempt to “civilize”, that is to Christianize him and 
stamp his domination over him, has never completely assimilated the 
white man's relizgion, 

The Negro church assumes a vital significance in the life of the 
black man in America, Enslaved, overworked, beaten, terrorized and 
denied every elementary human right as the Negro was, the church was th- 
only refuge that the slave-holder permitted his slave to run to so that 
theslave could pour out his sorrow, The building of separate churches 
was very advantageous to the slave-holder. It made his slaves more am- 
enable to slavery and acted as a safety-valve for the slave's conciocus- 
ness of oppression.that threatened to expldde in slave rebellions. 


Since the forced arrival of the Negro in America, he was not allo 
ed to attend the white man's church nor to mingle with the white cong, . 
gation in common worship. Nor did the "freeing" of the slaves after tnz 
Civil War alter the situation. Jim-crowed by the whites in their church 
es, as in othermatters, the Negro built his cwn irstitution from which 
the white chauvinist was excluded. In this environment, the ex-slave 
enjoyed comparative liberty to breathe and move as he liked. 


The influence of the Negro church grew tremendously and became the 
pivotal point about which the religious and social life of the Negro 
revolved. Ostensibly assuming the same religious denomination as the 
white, -principally Methodist and Baptist - yet, as Comrade Trotsky has 
said: "The Baptism of the Negro is something entirely different from 
the Bapitsm of Rockerfeller; these are two different religions." The 
Negro chirch is an institution that draws the most exploited black mass 
es together in closer solidarity and unifies their common resentment 
of white oppression, A more sympathetic, intimate and democratic rela- 
tionship exists among the memters of a Negro congregation.than among th 
white, "The Negro church"(see The Negro Church-Mays and N,cholson) is 
owned by a poor race,(many of the Negro churches are store-fwonts) supp 
orted by its members and further, this fact alone gives the Negro minis 
ter an opportunity and freedom in his church life that ministers of 
some racial groups might well covet, If the Negro minister sees fit to 
condemn from his pulpit practices with repsect to low wages, long hours 
the working of children in industry, the unfair treatment of women in 
factories, the denying to the workers the right to organize, and the 
injustices of an economic system built on competition, self-interest 
and profit - hei is more likely not to be censored than his white bro- 
ther who preaches in the same city. No committee will wait on him advix 
ing him to go slow, No leading finaci.er will walk out of the church. 
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threatening never to return, To the contrary, it is highly possible tha* 
the Negro minister would receive congratulations and “amens" from his 
congregations if he were to preach such a gospel,” It is a fact however 
that the petty -bourgeois Negro minister has rarely denounced the cup- 
italist system or white supremacy, Religion is not the ideology of 
struggle, nor is the church an instrument of war against the masters, 
Besides, he fears for his life if he, a colored man, begins to denuncé 
accepte bourgeois institutions, 

A survey of the Negro church and itsmembership reveals approximat 
ly 47,000 churches throughout the country with an approximate membershi 
of 5,000,000. 76% of the total number of churches with 56% of the mem- 
bership are in rural sections. Of the 10,056 rrban churches with a 
membership of 2,238,871, the composition of the membership is as follow 
1,000,009 are in domestic service, 1,000,000 are unskilled industrial 
workers, 250,900 are skilled and semi-skilled workers, 100,000 are in 
arts and professions and 70,000 are in business, (Figmmes quoted from 
The Negro Church by Mays and Nicholson) These statistics show that 80% 
the overwhblming majority of the urban church membership belong to the 
working class, 

The reli@ious behavior of the Negro in his church is extremely 
emotional, His emotionality has been intensified by the white masters 
refusal to permit the Negro other outlets enjoyed by them, Consequently 
because of greaer discrimination and oppression, the colored masses are 
generally more reliegious and have greater need to seek an outiet in 
religion and the church from their unbearable misery, It is this rel- 
igious emotionalism, popularly expressing itself in revival meetings, 
that has given birth to the famous Negro spirituals, such as "Go Down 
Moses," "“SWing Low, Sweet Chariot", "Deep River" and many others, part 
of the Negroes' genuine contributions to American culture. 

On account of the fact that *he church ofthe Negro in America is 
comparatively a poor church, composed largely of a membership of down- 
trodden. black masses, the Negro church offers a good opportunity to the 
Communists to win over the Negro for the Communist movement, One of the 
ways the Communists can reach the Negro workers outside the economic 
field is to address them from the pulpit of the church, If the Commun- 
ists are to reach theNegro workers and win them away from religion, the 
must enter into a united front with Negro churches on concrete issues 
affecting the Negro, 

The AmericanCommunist Party is correct in making one of its chie 
tasks of the party to win the Negro share-croppers and proletariat for 
the movement, The Party is correct in adopting the slogans of "Self- 
determination for the B~ack Belt" and"Gomplete equality for the Negro" 
But the Party is incorrect in believing “that "tne Negro peasantry, 
petty and middle-class bourgeoisie will be the driving force of the mov 
ement because it is a national revolutionary moveent", (Communist, March 
1930) The vanguard of the Negro masses must be the industrial Negro wor 
ker, as the experience of the Russian Revolution has shown that “cnly 
the proletariat can complete the bourgeois democratic revrolutin" (esis 
on the Negro question- C.L.S,) 

The Scottsboro case offers a good example of what the C.P. can d 
do to arouse the 12,000,000 Negroes in the ccuntry anc win adherents 
to the cause. The Scottsboro case has causeé¢ Negro ministers to throw 
their church doors wide open for Commui3t spearers to enter. this is, 
however,hut a beginning. The task of winn ng the hulk of the Fegro 
masses still lies ahead of the Party, if it cali eucceed in doing so. 
The Negro, once won for themovement, will make the most loyal fighter, 
The Party must not only expose and fight against the white chauvinism 
outside its raks- Garveyism, N.A.A,C.P.-Congressman DePriest, Nutional 
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Urban League. etc. but against the appearance of the slighest tend. 
encies of chauvinism within its own rarks, Says Comrade Trotsky: wit 

is possible that the Negroes .... through self-determination will pro- 
ceed to the proletarian revolution in a couple of gigantic strides ahea 
of the great bloc of white workers, They will furnish the vanguard. 

I am absolutely sure that they will in any case fight better than the 
white workers. That however can only hapzen provided the Communist 
Party carries on an uncompromising merciless struggle not agains the 
national prepossesssions of the Negroes but against the colossal prej- 
udice of the white workers and give it no concessions whatever," 


| P.L. 
treet eee eee dt te Ft # 
C.L.S. OUSTED FROM UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS 


/At the June 3rd United Front Unemployment Conference the C.P. 
stated that it had changed its pst attitude and now wants all organiz- 
ations to work with it no matter what their political views. The 0.L.S. 
members thought theParty was sincere and entered the Ufemployed Council 
to help build it up into a real mass organization.Our members were ass- 
igned to the 5th & 6th St. By,ock Committee, which had a name but no life 
that ig, it did not meet regularly nor did mm it carry on work in a 
systematig manner, It was after the hard daily grinding work of omr com 
rades that the Block Committee was put on a functioning basis.Some of 
our members were elected to the Executive of the Committee, 

As soon as that happened, the bureaucrats of the Unemployed Coun 
cilstepped in and sabotaged the work. The outgoing captain of the Bhock 
Committee refused to hand over the records to the new captaim, ‘there was 
other interference as when we arranged for a meeting at the hall of the 
Down-town U,employed Council and found the hall locked and no lights. 

Despite the sabotage of the U.c. the work of the Sth & 6%h St, 
Block progressed. Meetings were held regularly, leaflets were put out, 
Open air meetings held. The orgarization wes beginning to root itself 
among the workers of the neighborhood, 

A call came for the Conference to Defend the Trade Unions, “he 
5th & 6th St. Block Assembly elected two members of the ©.L.S. es dele- 
gates. They with other members of the C.L.S. signed a resolution which 
the ©.L.S* put out to the conference, 

On J, ly 20th when the weekly meeting of the Block Assembly took 
place, the Down Town Unemployed Council mobilized all its reliable 
henchmen from the Henry St. Block Com.and the 13th & 14th Yom, and pacx 
éd the meeting with people who had as much to do there as the man in th 
moon, All they had to do was to vote as the bureaucrats demanded, 

Our delegate was not allowed to comple e his report on the conf 
erence. Confusion broke out. and the bureacrats moved for the expulsion 
of all C.L.S. members, Without giving us a chance to defend ourselves 
this Rasyesced, 

he result is that the 5th & 6th St, Block Assembly does not 
exist any more, as the workers of the Assembly predicted would happen 
if our members were ficked out. S.F 
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